SIEGE OF CHENNAPATTAN
catapults in the night presented the scene of judgment day.
Men were dying in great numbers. Heaps of dead bodies were
accumulating in the brief time taken for the removal of one
corpse, and the fort was stinking on account of a large
number of dead bodies. They used the corpses, in place of
bricks wherever the towers and the walls had been destroyed,
along with bandf, maklimal, and bundles of blue cloth pieces.
During the night they were engaged in repairing the walls and
the towers for the purpose of placing cannon over them and be
ready for the war in day time. In this confusion Muhammad
Ishaq Khan, the eldest son of Hazrat-i-Ala, born to a wife other
than the Nawwab Begam, was hit by a stone from a catapult
and lost his precious life. Notwithstanding the abundance of
lead, gun-powder and provisions in the fort, weakness over-
took the courage of the people in the fort merely on account
of the shortage of fighting men and the severity of the enemy.
George Becket, in agreement with the members of the council,
sought the aid of Hazrat-i-Ala to unloosen the knot. He
submitted:
" Whenever our community, namely, the English, were
rendered helpless they were enabled to attain their object by
your help in the shape of men and money, advice and suggestion.
Thanks are due for your help when the fort of Chennapattan
went out of our hands on account of the superiority of the
enemy; and at the time when there was weakness in the strong
hand of the English, the fort of Dewnampattan was preserved
by the strength of your support. This should be on the lips of
the English till the hour of the judgment day. In this land
where there are multitudes of enemies, we do not have, during
period of anxiety, any protection or refuge except the com-
passionate skirt of your highness. Now we are in fear of the
impregnability of Chennapattan, for there is no hope of the
arrival of ships from Bengal or reinforcements from home,
on which we had relied; considering the weakness of the
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